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FOR: The Director of Central Intelligence 

BJKCT t Status Report on the National Psychological Effort 

and First Procress Report of the Psychological 
Strategy Board 


1, I as forwarding herewith the aborve subject document on 
which there is a National Securitv Council deadline of ID h mat. 

2. This is not a trooo report and I am certain both State and 
defense are of the same opinion. It is lackinp in specific factual 
information and contains too any relatively meaningless saner all ties . 
It does not really give a clear or meaningful picture of the status 

oi this Government’ s general nsychological effort. Except for 

1 uuom ended revision of the two general conclusions on oases 1 and 

2 of the report, State and Defense have submitted no comments of 
t; or sequence. Wotwithstandins nil this, I do not feel that it is 
either up to aa or worth the time and effort of this Agency to 
rewrite the report either ourselves or in conjunction with State and 
defense. However , I am forwarding for your consideration • fa) a 
revised draft of the two general conclusions referred to above, 

he Annex A, and (b) 'some specific comments which I believe will 
correct major inaccuracies, as Annex B. The revised general con- 
clusions are being coordinated with State and Defense, ard t have 
been Informed that they are acceptable to them. 

>* Unless you feel that the CIA staff comments in Am ex B are 
•r sufficient importance to warrant further delay and coordination, 

X recommend you approve the report with the revisions noted In #«»>*■*■ ft 
3bove, and that you merely attach Annex B for the information of’ the 

Psychological Strategy Board, 

(Sisiitu) fnMR 6. Y»]$fl£U 


deputy director (plans; 

Hstclosure: 

H tabus Report, TS 8229U 
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ANNEX A 


Revised Text of general Qonclusions 


X. To be fully effective, psychological planning at the 
strategic level should ideally be based on an agreed over-all 
strategic concept for our national psychological programs. 

While efforts to date underline the difficulties of formulating 
such a concept . some progress has been made in achieving agreement 
on. certain broad criteria to be utilized in establishing relative 
priorities witldn existing capabilities . Further progress toward 
the development and implementation of an agreed strategic concept 
for our psychological effort can take place only in conjunction with 
a corresponding development of capabilities and resources and an 
accompanying adjustment of basic national policy. 

2. The United States is not making significant progress in the 
psychological field toward its objective of reduction and retraction 
of Soviet power as laid down in NSC 20/1*. In considering, the total 
cold war position of the U.S, as contrasted with that position a year 
ago, it is evident that in certain areas, such as Western Europe, our 
position has boon strengthened by the good progress recorded under 
NATO. However, -there has been some deterioration of strength in certain 
other area®, notably in the Hear East, But this should not necessarily 
be attributed to superior effectiveness of Soviet propaganda. 

3. A major handicap in psychological operations outside of the 
Iron Curtain derives from growing resentment in parts of Asia and 
throughout much of Europe to a "made in America" label on part oi our 
psychological output. Of even graver significance is the increasing 
reaction against the military character of some of our political and 

e commie activity. Programs designed to have a deterrent effect on the 
Soviet Union are distorted and exploited by communist or anti-American 
propaganda and thus are occasioning resistance, neutralism, end charges 
of aggressiveness to the detriment of our psychological effort. 
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Aoiaai S 

Specific CowmPte 


Your staff recommends tfest, tbs first soaplote paragraph on 
pa m % cosnencing, w ia the Middle last, " be rewritten as follows 
” Irresponsible wtloaeiiifii is th* current major threat to free world 
Interests. United States capabilities for effactiw psychological 
action bave declined, though sow* alow progress ie reported is cer- 
tain sections of the Moslem world.” 

2s subparagraph 1, of the last paragraph os page 3, your staff 
feels that Westers Europe should sot be eiagled oat. The statement 
that the SS label has damaging effects ia possibly area more applica- 
ble to areas such as the Middle Seat. Accordingly, it is rec ntm n rnrtir d 
that the wad’d#, particularly, but act solely Western sorcpe, : be 
deleted* 

The first sentence is so worded that it might misrepresent Wat 
appear# to be the real piotur*. The following is suggested as a sub* 
stitutet 

"The Soviet grip is the Coawiaist-daaiaeted areas of Europe 
and of the far last appeared to be even firmer at the «& 
of the f total year 1952 than at the beginning. 


The fallowing is suggested as a rewrite of the first sentence of 
the last couplets paragraph on page 5t 

n ta the evert propaganda field behind the Iron Curtain, the 
Voice of America and Radio Free gurope appear to be the only 
significant renaming programs which effectively reach the 
peoples of either or both the CSSS end the satellites.” 

Annex B - Summary of the Resort of tbs supartwent of Dafense 

With respect to the section on pegs 5 dealing with Department of 
Defense consents on "Deficiencies in the latiooal Psychological Program, ' 
your staff tales exception to subparagraphs (l) and (2) of the last 
paragraph on pegs 5 on the following grounds: 

(I) In view of 
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(X) la view of the "hate Anarics" be<? tin | 
campaigns, the less said shout this subject at this tine, the better. 

Bowever, propaganda aaterlal Should no* be prepared as • 
c<antia®aacy measure which would effectively be released at such 
tine as the President or other properly constituted Oovernaent 
authority deems advisable. 

(2) The frequent 'flexing of our atonic suedes'* he# tended 
to sorry a good seny of our friends. Your staff considers that 
further headline publicity about our steals process would be 
following a very questionable line of policy, (Total Soviet 
silence about its own atomic capabilities hee keptsazty people 
guessing.) 


25X1 


The aost that seems to be required at thi s time is ss occa- 
sional guarded but reassuring statement to the effect that the 
OS national interest, with respect to atomic weapon#, is being 
effectively safeguarded. 
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Annex £ 



of the Central 



Paragraph 2 * page I t 


Your staff reeosKcnds that the first paragraph under ’iarepe be 
revised as follows: 


CIA reports that Soviet power sac influence 

apparently is being contained. Increased and Boat effective covert 
psychologies! operations Is Westers Europe nay account for the 
increasingly violent end indiacriaiaste nature of the Soviet end 
isdigisoue Coansunist propaganda barege against the aeti-Coanunlst 
organisations in that area. 


Your staff recoasenla that the following sentence be inserted at 
the end of the paragraph on 1 Korea ‘t 

These are expected to result is tone modification of CIA*e 
responsibilities to ensure that CIA does not eoamit itself to 
actions which are beyond Its presant or anticipated capabilities. " 

Annex B - Planaina Activities of the M B 

Page 1. fins! paragraph : 

Your staff questions the validity of the statement that the 
"flney Ooveraasnt is . . . stable. 11 The following rewrite of the last 

san tunes; on page 1 is 
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•astesc© m pajje 1 ia recoawoMe&t 

Oalib* it# pradecaasora, tbe Pinay aovarnaent Ms daaonatratei 
tmt sore icmrage and afflraativa leadership, and, on Its own 
loStiativ*, ba# baas moving vigorously against the Conotuaiat# 
witfeis tb® last tao aoatbs. loaevar, tbia is so goara&t## of 
stability.' 
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